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LWVCT BOARD REPORT

February 17, 2012
In This Issue:

Calendar of Events
Announcements

Membership: Network 2012

Voter Service: Pre-Primary Debate, New Haven Register

Public Issues Team Report

Communications: Websites, E-Voter

Program: Fall Conference, SIR, Redistricting forums

CALENDAR 2012
February 2012

2/8

CT General Assembly 2012 legislative session opens

2/22

SOTS meeting, Town Hall, Mansfield, 7:00 p.m., hosted by LWV Mansfield 
2/23

SOTS meeting, Ridgefield Library, 10:00 a.m., Hosted by LWV Ridgefield
2/28

League co-sponsored forum: “People, Power & Trees,” Darien (see Announcements)
2/29

CFE Coalition transportation forum, Hartford (see PI Team Report)

March 2012

3/13

LWVCT Board meeting, Hamden

3/21

SOTS meeting, Waveny House, New Canaan, 12:00 noon, hosted by LWV New Canaan
April 2012

4/10

LWVCT Board meeting, Hamden

4/19
Deadline for unaffiliated voters to change their affiliation and for new voters to register in order to vote in the Presidential Primary
4/24

Presidential Preference Primary Elections
May 2012

5/8

LWVCT Board meeting, Hamden

5/15
LWVCT SIR: “Globalizing the Media: Where in the World is the Truth?” Sacred Heart University, Fairfield
June 2012
6/2

LWVCT Council, Clarion Hotel, Hamden
6/8-12

LWVUS Convention, Washington Hilton Hotel, Washington, DC

6/19

LWVCT Board meeting, Hamden
Announcements

SW Fairfield County Regional Program: People, Power and Trees

The League of Women Voters of Darien, Fairfield, Greenwich, New Canaan, Norwalk, and Stamford, and the Greenwich Tree Conservancy, Fairfield Forestry Committee, Stamford Tree Foundation and the Tree Conservancy of Darien have joined together to host  “Power Struggle: Balancing the Needs of People, Power and Trees” Tuesday, February 28, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Darien Town Hall, 2 Renshaw Road, Darien, CT.  The Snow Date is Wednesday, March 7, also from 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Speakers include:
· ·Joseph McGee, Chair of the Governor’s Two Storm Panel

· ·Ken Bowes, Vice President of Energy Delivery Services, CL&P

· ·Jonathan Schrag, Deputy Commissioner for Energy, CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

· ·Eric Hammerling, Executive Director, CT Forest and Park Association

· ·Chris Roy, Engineering & Operations Manager of Concord Light Plant, a municipal utility in Concord, MA with extensive undergrounding experience.

Moderator: Kay Maxwell

LWVCT working with the Girl Scouts

In September 2011 the Girl Scouts of America announced new badges.  One of the categories is Model Citizen, a natural for the League.

Girls are asked to list 3 things that make someone a model citizen.  Activities include Practice Voting, hold a mock election, watch debates, compare the mock results to the real election, identify their elected officials, learn why it is important to vote  and compare how leaders are chosen in other countries.
LWVCT’s Voter Service Chair Pat Donovan is collaborating with Girl Scouts of Connecticut for their GS Advocacy Day, March 7 at the State Capitol and the GS 100th  Anniversary to be held May 19th at the Durham Fair Grounds.

Final plans are being made for 3/7 Advocacy Day.  Rep. Michelle Cook, 65th Assembly District and member of the GS Board, Roberta Willis, 64th Assembly District, and former LWVCT Government Director Christine Horrigan will be participating.

Board members Pua Ford and Catherine Sturgess will participate in the planning of the League’s Durham Fair program.

If you or anyone you know is involved in the Girl Scouts, we hope that you will ask the Troop Leaders to disseminate the information about Advocacy Day so that all the girls are aware of this opportunity.

Civic Health Initiative:
Voter Service VP Pat Donovan served on the Secretary of the State’s Civic Health Index Working Group. The Working Group is now entering into the action phase and welcomes volunteers to assist in achieving their multi-faceted goals as noted below.  The committee is aware of everyone’s time restraints, and much of the work will be done by conference call.  If you are interested in learning more or in participating, please contact Pat Donovan at voterservices@lwvct.org
1. Civics Education Committee

(a)  to examine and evaluate civics education in Connecticut and offer recommendations to the Connecticut Department of Education

(b)  to identify and promote promising  practices, programs and models of civics education in the elementary through high school grades

(c)  to work with the Connecticut Bar Association Civics Education Task Force to strengthen civics education in the middle schools

(d)  to develop new ideas on how to make civics education in our public schools more “hands-on” and engaging

(e)  to promote equity in access to and teaching of civics in the state, with a particular focus on schools with high representation of Latino, African- American, immigrant, or low-income students

2. State Boards and Commissions Review Committee

(a)  to re-examine the Talent Bank for state board and commission appointments and recommend ways to engage more women and minorities

(b)  to re-examine gaps in opportunities and how to bridge these gaps so that more women and minorities are represented in state panels

(c)  to develop a pilot program that will focus on informing, engaging, and training more women and minorities to serve on these panels

3. Community Conversations Committee
(a)  to work towards planning and organizing Town Hall meetings and other community conversations on civic participation throughout the state with a focus on under-represented groups – particularly people of color, young people, young adults (including those who are not in college), people with lower incomes or education levels, and recent immigrants

(b)  to consider ways to use libraries for these conversations  

(c)  to put together a “Speakers Bureau” of individuals who can give talks and participate in town hall meetings, community conversations, panels, and radio and television programs and a “Dialogue Bureau” of individuals who can lead people in participatory conversations

(d)  to consider ways to create opportunities for residents to work with each other and with public officials to make a difference on concrete problems and issues 

e)  to create ways of using the arts to highlight multi-cultural ways of engaging with democracy, civic participation and problem solving 

4. Media and Civic Participation Committee

(a)  to engage Connecticut media (radio, television, and print and social media) in projects and efforts that support civic health and engagement in the state, including the launching of a statewide Civic Engagement Campaign.

(b)  to explore existing and develop new ways to reach younger Connecticut residents through social media

5. Civic Participation Resource Guide Committee

(a)  to compile information on volunteer and leadership opportunities, civic engagement resources, and models of civic participation in Connecticut and publish these in a Connecticut Civic Participation Resource Guide; to identify funding for printing the guide and disseminating it throughout the state

(b)  to create an online Civic Participation Resource Guide

6. Higher Education Civic Learning and Engagement Committee

(a)  to promote the creation of a higher education work group that will focus on community college resources, models and promising practices for engaging women and minority students throughout the Connecticut community college system.

(b)  to work with Campus Compact, The Democracy Imperative, and other organizations to strengthen civic learning and engagement initiatives in Connecticut.

7. Voter Education and Outreach Committee

(a)  to work with the Office of the Secretary of the State and voting rights advocacy groups to support voter participation and access legislation and initiatives

(b)  to work with these groups to promote greater voter registration and turnout in the 2012 election cycle

LWV Greater Hartford Cable TV Call-In Show

LWV Greater Hartford and WHC-TV are co-sponsoring Legislative Update with West Hartford’s elected state representatives during the current session.  The program is planned monthly as a live call-in show. 

Tune in to Channel 5 at 8:00 p.m. on the Mondays listed.  Call in a question or e-mail one.  The contact information will be announced and on the screen.  Join LWVGH hosts and Senator Beth Bye, Andy Fleischmann, Brian Becker, and/or Joe Verrengia to hear what is happening at the Capitol.  Let them know what is on your mind this year.

Monday, January 30 at 8 pm (already over)
Monday, February 27 at 8 pm

Monday, March 27 at 8 pm

Monday, April 23 at 8 pm

Monday, May 21 at 8 pm 
Transit-Oriented Development Legislative Forum
You are invited to “Growing Connecticut Around Transit” on Wednesday, February 29th, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., State Capitol Room 1E, Hartford, CT. 
LWVCT Council

Save the date and plan to attend – June 2nd at the Clarion Hotel in Hamden, just off Route 15 exits 61 and 62.
Membership

Network 2012 Up and Working
Elona Vaisnys
Membership Chairs/Presidents from fifteen local Leagues chose to participate in monthly meetings by conference call.  The initiative is named “Network 2012” to reflect its purpose of developing a network of individuals who get to know one another, who share specific organizational background, and who act as a support system for one another.  The first Network 2012 conference call, in January, went very well and we hope will continue deepening and broadening that feeling of camaraderie among local league leaders.  Please contact LWVCT Membership Director Elona Vaisnys for more info at membership@lwvct.org.

Voter service

LWVCT to Co-Sponsor US Senatorial Pre-Primary Debates

by Pat Donovan
We are pleased to announce that LWVCT, Cablevision and Hearst CT Media Group are working together to host pre-primary senatorial debates.  We are waiting to hear from the candidates but this is what we envision:

· A one-hour debate for each party’s candidates to held on separate evenings, preferably close together. 

· Debates to be held in July, specific dates TBD. July allows us to reach voters before the 8/24 primary election date but after the candidate cut-off of filing date of mid-June.

· All candidates who attained ballot eligibility will be included in these primary debates.

· LWV will draft a candidate invitation letter and send to you for review and comment next week.

· LWV will seek a Free venue for the debate in a location with a seating capacity for at least 100, good parking, candidate preparation area, candidate and sponsor display area for materials. 

· LWV will provide the moderator, format, and timers and reserve the agreed-upon venues (assuming free of charge). The need for ushers, security, police to be discussed once the venues are confirmed.

· LWV, Cablevision and Hearst to develop PSAs that can be used for primary debate and general election. Cablevision to provide gavel-to-gavel taping of event and post debate on its website.

· Cablevision and Hearst would actively promote the debates. 

· LWV and Cablevision to discuss possible general election collaboration after the primary debate.

LWVCT Participating in New Haven Register Coverage Change:
Can You Represent Us?
The LWVCT has been invited to participate in the New Haven Register’s community meetings on 2012 political coverage.  The Register wants to provide a more issue-oriented (less horse-race-oriented) emphasis in their campaign reporting, and to find out what issues their readers would like to see covered.

At the New Haven Public Library on January 25th kick-off forum, and at the February 15th forum in Milford, we were represented by Jean Rabinow.  The Register is planning at least two more meetings in their readership area during the next few weeks, one in Torrington during the last week in February and one in Guilford on March 7th.  If you If you are interested in serving as an LWV representative at either meeting, please contact Jean at the Hamden office.
To read about it, visit the newsroom page of the LWVCT website or the Register’s website.

Advocacy

Public Issues Team Report

Submitted by Directors Catharine Sturgess, Karen Burnaska, Alison Rivard, and Naomi Schiff Myers

and Specialists

GOVERNMENT per Catharine Sturgess, Director
Election Laws – Susan Voris and Catharine Sturgess

The Secretary of the State (SOTS) actively is working to bring about changes in election laws during the short session. An initial planning session took place on January 4th with representatives of LWVCT, Common Cause, Judy Blei and CT Citizen’s Action Group. 

LWVCT has been helping to organize local League meetings with the SOTS to educate members and the public on her proposed legislative changes. Please see the current schedule below:

1/19- Norwalk City Hall – 7 pm – Hosted by Norwalk League (20 in attendance)

1/24 – Westport Public Library – 1:30 pm – Hosted by Westport League (60 in attendance)

2/2 – Greenwich Town Hall, Cone Room – 1:30 pm – Hosted by Greenwich League

2/2 – Case Library, Orange – 7 pm – Hosted by Amity League

2/6 – East Lyme Senior Center – 1:30 pm – Hosted by SE League

2/15 – Oliver Wolcott Library, Litchfield – 7 pm – Hosted by Litchfield League

2/16 – West Hartford Town Hall, Room 400 – 7 pm – Hosted by Greater Hartford League

2/22 – Town Hall Council Chambers, Mansfield – 7 pm – Hosted by Mansfield League

2/23 – Ridgefield Library – 10 am – Hosted by Ridgefield League

3/21 – Waveny House – 12 noon – Hosted by New Canaan League

By way of organizational information, Denise Merrill has requested that each hosting League provide a moderator and plan to take written questions.  Denise is a relaxed and very confident speaker, but having the presence of a League member for Q & A has helped.  There was some “noise” in Norwalk and none in Westport ... mostly issues about Election Day registration.  Overall, the educational efforts have been well received and needed.
All neighboring Leagues are invited to join one or more of these meetings.

Election Performance Task Force – Carole Young-Kleinfeld
The Secretary of the State's Election Performance Task Force has completed its work. Although the final report of the task force is nearing completion and is expected to be released soon, Secretary Merrill has based several of her legislative priorities--recently announced--on the discussions of the group. These include Election Day Registration (a position that the LWVCT has supported for many years), removal of Connecticut's Constitutional language that specifies the reasons required for absentee voting, and online voter registration. 

Post Election Audit Report: the Coalition Post-Election Audit Report is completed and the press release and link to report are posted on the Newsroom page of our website.

Ethics – Pat Reilly
Divisions of CT’s new and loosely unified watchdog agency, Office of Governmental Accountability, opposed recommendations that would increase executive branch oversight of their missions. Leaders of the right-to-know, clean elections and ethics agencies, along with the child advocate, urged lawmakers in a new report not to enhance the powers of the new OGA executive administrator. That post was created last spring to oversee business support services for nine watchdog groups but was denied control over the entities' budgetary and personnel decisions. The recommendations of OGA EA Administrator David L. Guay "would dismantle the carefully crafted balance" under the new system "between the appropriate sharing of so-called back-office functions to achieve cost-savings and efficiency and the necessary independent decision-making authority" of the watchdog divisions, wrote the Office of State Ethics. The State Elections Enforcement Commission added, "If the EA does seek to place the SEEC further under control of an elected official who is part of our regulated community, it would be an anathema to our independence."

Some positive notes were recorded about the merger. Smaller watchdog agencies, including the child advocate, the Office of Victim Advocate and the Board of Firearms Permit Examiners, noted that they now enjoy stronger business support services. But the three largest watchdogs -- ethics, elections enforcement and FOIC -- faced the largest staffing cuts through the merger. And they complained that their portion of the shared business support services of the OGA doesn't offset the problems created by the staffing cuts. 

State Senator Toni Harp (S10), whose committee will play a major role in deciding whether more changes are ordered for the watchdog agencies during the 2012 legislative session, said the initial forecast is for a wait-and-see approach. “I think we came up with a compromise that we thought could work," she said. "I think it is really important that we give them some time and see how they operate under that compromise. I would not want to do anything to undermine or erode that. I would be really surprised if many people wanted to do that.” (From The Connecticut Mirror, 1/4/12)
Redistricting – Pat Donovan

As of this writing, the Plan to redraw congressional district lines has been submitted to the state Supreme Court by Special Master Nathaniel Persily.  The court has until February 15 to approve the final plan.  The plan submitted by Special Master Persily archives his stated goal of constructing a "least-change" plan for the state.  Persily’s maps include three districts with 714,819 people and two with 714,820 people.  Under this plan New Britain remains a part of the 5th District.  The entire town of Durham is included in the 3rd District and only 0.81 percent of the state's population was shifted from their current districts.

NATURAL RESOURCES Karen Burnaska, Director

Growing Connecticut Around Transit:    With a robust and growing transit network, Connecticut has an unparalleled opportunity to create jobs and develop our communities for the 21st century.  Connecticut Fund for the Environment is organizing a coalition to assist the state of Connecticut and municipalities in achieving sustainable development around transit stations.  LWVCT Board voted to join the coalition and will be participating along with many of our transportation and planning partners.
All are invited to attend a legislative educational forum:

“Growing CT Around Transit: Building a Game Plan for Transit-Oriented Development”
Wednesday, February 29th
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

State Capitol Room 1E, Hartford, CT

For more info contact our coalition partner Chris Cryder at ccryder@savethesound.org
SOCIAL POLICY Naomi Schiff Myers and Alison Rivard, Co-Directors of Social Policy

Death Penalty:  Ellen McBride, Specialist

Two local Leagues have inquired about presentations, which would be done jointly with Connecticut Against the Death Penalty (CNADP); and requests will be presented to their respective Boards for approval. Death Penalty Specialist Ellen McBride would be happy to arrange a presentation for your League or other community group.

Reproductive Rights:  Birgitta Longnecker, Specialist

The CT Coalition for Choice is keeping track of possible anti-choice legislation in the next session, especially relating to teens.  The Coalition held a press conference on January 23rd, the 39th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, which was attended by administration officials and legislators.

School Finance: Kathy Wilson, Specialist

ECS Task Force
A draft of the ECS Task Force's Interim Report has become available, and it contains six recommendations on which the committee was able to reach consensus:

1.  The task force supports efforts to increase ECS funding; establish clear year-to-year funding predictability; and use the best available and most appropriate data to measure wealth, poverty, the foundation level, population, and other formula factors. 
2.  The task force supports equitable state funding for all interdistrict magnet schools, regardless of location in the state.  
3.  Choice programs are an important part of Connecticut’s public education system and the state should provide fair and reasonable funding for them. 
4.  In addition to base ECS funding, the state should provide funding for performance incentives tied to state priorities for student achievement, district and school accountability, and transparency in education spending. 
5.  The state should provide greater access to, and qualitative enhancement of, pre-school and kindergarten programs.
6.  The state should explore a fairer and more reasonable approach to funding programs and services for students with special educational needs, including students eligible for special education, English language learners, and students identified as gifted or talented.

With the exception of recommendations that deal with magnet and choice programs, which are not included in our current School Finance position, these recommendations are all consistent with our School Finance position and could merit our support.  However, magnet schools are included in our QIE position, which is currently under review. The real test will come when these general "apple pie and motherhood" principles are translated into specific legislative proposals.  The task force will continue its work on these and potential additional recommendations, with a final report due October 1.

State Budget
To offset a projected shortfall for the current fiscal year, the governor announced in late January $78.7 million in budget recissions, of which $3.7 million came from the Department of Education.  Though school aid was largely unaffected, there were about $900,000 in cuts to categorical grants, including 5% cuts to Family Resource Centers, the School Breakfast Program, the After School Program, and School Readiness Quality Enhancement.  In this time of continuing economic hardship, it is especially painful to witness cuts to programs that primarily serve disadvantaged children.

Communications

How Can We Help Improve Your Website?

Pua Ford, Doris Skutch

Local League websites:  For the Local League sites that LWVCT hosts, Doris will be contacting Local Leagues presidents with ideas and recommendations to use their full potential.  Please keep a lookout for her email.

LWVCT Website:  Videos & photos from December “Back in Business” Conference are posted on the LWVCT website.
Voter:  we hope that everyone received their February e-Voter and found it timely and informative.  Please feel free to forward to non-League friends and family to spread the word of our varied work for an informed and engaged citizenry. The next print edition of the Voter is tentatively set for mid-May.

Program
Fall Conference

Christine Lodewick and Judy Dolphin, co-directors
October 27, 2012: Save the date!  The LWVCT Board voted to change the date of the annual Fall Conference from early December to October 27 in the hopes that by that date, most Leagues would be finished with their final pre-election activities and also not have to face conflicts with holiday obligations in December.  The theme of the conference will be policies relating to food, e.g., production, nutrition, school lunch programs, CT agriculture/jobs etc.; this will tie into a growing national awareness of nutrition and sustainability as well as the League's interest in the environment and health. If you are interested in joining the planning committee who will work to refine these ideas, locate speakers, etc., please contact the co-VPs/Program, Judy Dolphin at jdydolphin@yahoo.com, or Christine Lodewick at plodewick@aol.com.
SIR May 15

The Symposium on International Relations, which will be held this year at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, is entitled “Globalizing the News: Where In the World is the Truth?”  To date the speakers are Nayan Chanda from Yale and Jane Bornemeier of NY Times Radio.  Check the LWVCT website for future details.
Could You Help Hold a Redistricting Forum in Your Area?

The State League asked in the last Board Report if anyone would be interested in participating in a study on the composition of redistricting commissions.  The LWV Greenwich suggested that we first consider a series of educational forums about the process as a way to gauge interest.  Many people don’t understand the importance of redistricting, how it’s done, or who does it, and become aware of the process only when they must report to a new polling place.  Would you be interested in having the State League work with your League to develop a program for your communities about it?  The program could consist of a film such as Gerrymandering and a speaker knowledgeable about redistricting.  If you’re interested, please let Program Co-Chairs Christine Lodewick or Judy Dolphin know by February 29th.

Why We’re Considering These Forums and a Possible Study: The System Often Fails
As noted in our advocacy section, as happened ten years ago during the last redistricting effort, the State’s Reapportionment Commission again was unable to come to agreement on the redistricting plan and therefore courts are now doing their job.  The Connecticut Reapportionment Commission, composed of equal numbers of Republicans and Democrats, did not meet its initial September deadline.  The Connecticut Supreme Court granted an extension until November 30, 2011.  The Commission approved new districts for the state House and Senate shortly before the November 30, 2011 midnight deadline.  However, they failed to agree upon the final drawing of the congressional map.  On December 2nd the Court extended the bipartisan redistricting panel’s deadline to December 21, 2011.  The Commission failed for the third and final time to meet the deadline so the Court appointed a “Special Master” to assist the court in resolving the issue.  As of this writing, the "Special Master" submitted his redistricting plan to the Court with reaction by Reapportionment Commission members being divided along party lines.

Redistricting Matters for CT.  This time around, the effects will be mostly felt on the local and state level.  In ten years, we might lose another US Representative.  If that’s the case, the district boundaries could well influence whom we send to Washington.  If we can help fix the process now, before the next census, maybe the result will be voting districts that match our population’s needs and wants.
