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Feb. 21 (Thurs) 10:00 a.m. Making Women Visible Day
State Capitol

Mar. 5 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
24 Cedar St., N.B.

Calendar of Events

Please clip and save!

2008

February

Mar. 31 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. General Meeting
-Speakers TBA
For information call, Ada Seaman, 860-224-1858
First Church of Christ, Congregational, N.B.

Apr. 2 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
24 Cedar St., N.B.

Editor: Ada Seaman (860) 224-1858

http://www.lwvct.org/lwvnba lwvnba@lwvct.org

Layout Editor: Phil Sherwood

Dear League Member:

Instead of holding the Program Planning meeting during February, the Board decided to use the
bulletin and email for our annual review of positions.  Please respond either to this email or the form
in your February bulletin.

The LWV is a grassroots organization; the State and National League will act as members direct
them.  Every year in February therefore, members check over the League positions and let either
the State or National League know if we still support them or wish them to be revised.  This year our
job is to review the National League positions.

Please read through the positions printed inside and reply as to whether you agree with them all or
believe something should be revised.  If you believe something should be revised, please state
which position(s) you feel needs review and why.

The second part of Program Planning is to recommend new studies for the League.  New studies
should be on issues which will motivate League members to form the necessary study committee; if
we don't have people interested in doing the work, we shouldn't recommend the study!  Studies will
be voted on at the National League Convention if the same subject is requested by enough
Leagues throughout the country.

The National League positions are printed below.  Please let me know if you feel they should stands
as they are or be revised.

Ann SpeyerAnn SpeyerAnn SpeyerAnn SpeyerAnn Speyer
Secretary
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MEETING
MEETING
MEETING
MEETING
MEETING

Monday March 31, 2008 6:30pm
First Church of Christ, Congregational

830 Corbin Avenue, New Britain

GENERAL MEETING
Speakers TBA

COFFEE AND DESSERT

No Charge



LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST
The League of Women Voters of the New Britain Area hosted our

annual  legislative breakfast on Saturday, January 12th at the New Britain

League leaders in the state were invited to a meeting on January 10 with the secretary of the state, Susan
Bysiewicz and some of her staff  in the Hartford offices.  Gladys Feigenbaum,  Voter Registration Coordinator
and Co-president Ada Seaman attended the two hour meeting.
The Secretary started out with a brief review of the 2007 elections saying that reports on use of the new voting
equipment including recounts, audits, etc. went very well. She noted that complaints from across Connecticut
about the voting process are being addressed.  The major complaint is the feeling of a loss of privacy with many.

People missed the closing curtains of the old system.  Suggestions will be made to allow more space between the several privacy
booths which each polling place is required to have. Orders will also be given that the worker monitoring the scanner  be positioned as
far from the machine as is practical. As each vote is cast, the monitor checks the counter (small screen on scanner).
This and other improvements will be made as time goes on in the effort to make the individual voter comfortable with the new process.
Ms. Bysiewicz  reported on the 2008 legislative agenda from her office will include mostly technical changes to election rules
including better wording on ballots, voting age changes for primary elections and the adoption of municipal ethics codes.  Each League
member who attended the meeting received a letter of thanks from Ms. Bysiewicz praising our seriousness and dedication on behalf of
all Connecticut voters.

 

Meeting with the Secr etar y of  the Sta te

Marjola Nelson
In a letter dated January 28 from Mary G. Wilson, President of the League of Women Voters of the U.S. we are reminded that
important work must be done to make sure all Americans have full confidence in our democracy when they cast their vote in
November.

That’ s why the League is at the forefront of making election reform happen and making it work for all citizens.
To make sure all eligible voters are heard on Election Day, the LWVUS has adopted five core areas of election administration
reform we are carrying out through our Public Advocacy for Voter Protection Project and other national efforts:

· Opposing ID and documentary proof-of-citizenship requirements

· Enhancing administration of statewide voter registration databases and guarding against wrongful or incorrect purging

· Protecting voters against unnecessary restrictions on voter registration

· Improving poll worker recruitment, training and supervision

· Strengthening polling place management and ballot design

In addition, the League of Women Voters Education Fund is continuing to educate voters by providing comprehensive state-by-
state election and voting information on their Web site, VOTE411.org. This one-stop shop of election information has voting
deadlines, information on candidates and polling places, as well as voting requirements.
There is too much at stake in this election for citizens to sit back and not make their voices heard. The League is working
tirelessly to ensure every eligible citizen can participate in this critical election year and make an informed decision on Election
Day.

Message From National LWV President

DUES HALF PRICE NOW!
If you or someone you know is interested in joining The League, please know that joining in the

remainder of the League year – through June 30, the dues are reduced to half-price.

Public Library. League member Ann Speyer served as the moderator. The legislators present were State Senator Don
DeFronzo, State Representative from New Britain, Tim O’Brien, State Representative from Berlin, Joe Aresimowicz
and Cathy Abercrombie who represents Meriden and part of Berlin.

Helen Z. Pearl announced at the breakfast that Yvette Ghannam was the winner of the League’s scholarship to
the Women’s  Campaign School. The $125 scholarship covers the fee for a one day workshop at Yale.  Ann Speyer
outlined the League’s state legislative priorities for the year before the candidates presented their thoughts on the
upcoming legislative sessions.

Sen. DeFronzo felt that this session would be a clean up year because a lot of work was started in last year’s
session which needs to be finished or fine tuned.  He sees the priorities for this year as energy costs, health care
reform, campaign finance and creation of an ethics committee.

Rep. Aresimowicz felt that eliminating the tax on “talking prescriptions” was something he felt was a priority
for him.  He also felt that universal healthcare and fighting against the governor’s cap on aid to municipalities were
priorities.

Rep. O’Brien talked about the expansion of the state health care pool as a means to save money on health care
statewide.  He also felt that there might be the possibility of property tax reform.  He indicated that a good bill had
been put together last year, passed both houses and was vetoed by the governor.  For him a fairer system of taxation is
a priority.  He also talked about the need for regionalism in education.  He felt that there were too many school
districts and that better services could be delivered for the education dollar if funding was done on a regional basis.
Another issue of concern for him was “no fault provisional balloting”.

Rep. Abercrombie talked about health care as a major area of concern for her.  She mentioned that in the last
session legislation was passed to expand coverage to a mother for 3 months after her child is born.  She also
expressed doubts about the affordability of health care coverage as provided by the Charter Oak Plan to most working
class families.

After presenting their priorities the legislators discussed some of the League’s priorities, most especially the
areas of transportation and health care and then responded to questions and discussion from the audience.  Some of
the areas of discussion brought up by the audience and discussed by the legislators were the recent water shed issue,
education funding and other issues related to education.  The discussion was lively and both the legislators and
audience learned from each other.  Refreshments were provided by several League members and guests.
Many thanks to the following members who took care of the chores before and after the meeting:  Marjola  and Len
Nelson,  Barbara Naples, Ann Speyer, Joe and Linda Cimadon and Ada Seaman.

THANKS!
We have received a letter of thanks from
Barbara Parsons, Director of Community
Services of the Human Resources Agency

(HRA) for  our contribution. The proceeds,
$111.00, from our holiday party raf fle went to
the Mary Knowles Fuel Bank.  Ms. Parsons

noted that all funds given to the Fuel Bank go
dir ectly to pay for heating costs.

 

It’s A Girl!
It’s A Girl!
It’s A Girl!
It’s A Girl!
It’s A Girl!

Congratulations to State Rep. John Geragosian and
Audrey Honig Geragosian on the birth of their daughter

Molly Elizabeth GeragosianMolly Elizabeth GeragosianMolly Elizabeth GeragosianMolly Elizabeth GeragosianMolly Elizabeth Geragosian,
born on Saturday, February 9th and weighing 5 lbs 8
ounces. Dad reports Mom and baby are doing well.

Name_____________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________________
E-Mail____________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to
LWVNBAand mail to:

Joe Cimadon, Co-Treas.
 115 Woods Edge Ct.

Kensington, CT 06037

Half-Year Dues are $22.50 per year, Individual.
$34. per year, household (2 persons).

$27.50 per year, Patron.
$10 per year, student (attending accredited

school at least half-time).


