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RSVP to Nancy Greenough at 828-0425

September

2007

Featuring our State Legislators

Monday September 24, 2007 6:30pm
First Church Christ, Congregational

Corbin Avenue and Hart Street, New Britain

Our State Senator and Representatives
share their priotities for the coming

year.  Questions from the audience are
encouraged!

ALSO:
A mini demonstration of the new voting

technology will be conducted by
Yvette Ghannam and Ada Seaman.

Please bring your culinary specialty! Or a
contribution of $5

M-Z Bring an entree
E-L Bring a salad

A-D Bring a dessert

LeaLeaLeaLeaLea gue of gue of gue of gue of gue of WWWWWomen omen omen omen omen VVVVVotersotersotersotersoters
Ne w Br itain Area Bulletin

DEBATES!!
Berlin Debate

Monday, October 15 at 7pm
Berlin Peck Memorial Library

New Brit ain Debate
Tuesday October 16 at 7pm

Room 504
New Britain City Hall

WE ENCOURA GE MEMBERS TO
SUPPOR T THEIR CANDID ATES

With election season upon us, we would
like to remind our members that even

though the League itself is a nonpartison
organization, we encourage our

members as individuals actively to
support the candidates of their choice by

writing letters to the newspapers,
 monetary contributions, and/or working

at their headquarters, or running
themselves!  It is only by electing

qualified, dedicated candidates that we will
be able to bring about lasting changes.

EXCEPTION:   Lea gue leader s ser ving
in sensiti ve Boar d positions of

Pr esident and Voter s Ser vice Chair s
m ust maintain a nonpar tison stance

League of Women Voters,
New Britain Ar ea, Inc.
Box 1574
New Britain, CT 06050
League Line 860-224-1858
E-mail:  lwvnba@lwvct.org
http://www.lwvct.org/lwvnba

Oct. 15, (Mon.) 7:00 p.m. Berlin Town Council Debate
Berlin Peck-Memorial Library, 234 Kensington Rd.

Oct. 16, (Tues) 7:00 p.m. New Britain Municipal Candidates Debate
New Britain City Hall, Room 504

Oct. 23, (Tues.) Deadline for mail-in voter registration

Sept. 24, (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. General Meeting, Legislative Pot Luck
First Church of Christ, Congregational
830 Corbin Ave., N.B.

Calendar of Events

Oct. 3, (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting, 24 Cedar St., N.B.

 Nov. 3, (Sat.) 9-2 p.m. Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day
Beehive Field, N.B.

Nov. 6, (Tues.) 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.          ELECTION DAY!!! Don’t forget to vote!

Nov. 7, (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
Place to be determined

Please clip and save!

Nov. 26, (Mon.) 6:30 p.m.                    GeneralMeeting,Consensus - Immigration
                                                               First Church of Christ, Congregational, 830 Corbin Ave., N.B.



  THANKS FOR PAYING
YOUR DUES

Name_________________________
Address_______________________
______________________________
Phone__________________________
E-Mail________________________

Dues are $45 per year or
$68 per Household (2 persons)

$20 for college students, attending
accredited colleges at least half-time.

Patron Membership $55
Reduced rates are available in

cases of need.
For info call  860-224-1858

Make checks payable to:  LWVNBA
Remit to:

Linda & Joe Cimadon,
Co-Treasurers

115 Woods Edge Ct.
 Kensington,CT 06037

On Monday, June 18, 2007, we once again gathered for
our annual Strawberry Social at the home of our co-
treasurers, Linda and Joe Cimadon.

ANNUAL STRAWBERRY SOCIAL
Helen Z. Pearl

We need help conducting the Oct. debates in New
Britain and Berlin – please volunteer to be a Timer,
Question Screener or Question Collector.

Call Marjola  Nelson at 223-2905 for New Britain
or Nancy Greenough at 828-0425 for Berlin.

HELP!!

As usual, the strawberries were delicious.

State Senator Donald
DeFronzo, proud member of
our League, joined us and
reviewed the legislative session which had just concluded.
We asked him questions and, in turn, he solicited our
opinions on several topics, which resulted in a lively
discussion. Phil Sherwood also contributed his
perspective on legislative action and inaction on topics
related to state League of Women Voters issues.

A report on the recent state convention, held at the
University of New Haven, was presented by delegate
Helen Lech.  Additional details were reported by delegate
Mariana Koziol-Dube as well as our co-president Helen
Z. Pearl, who had been selected to serve as
Parliamentarian for the
formal proceedings.
Workshops were held on
candidate debates, net
neutrality, and PR/marketing,
followed by Ned Lamont
who spoke during lunch.

Mission Statement

On Friday July 21 a half day
of voter registration was held
outside of the Price Rite
supermarket on Columbus
Sq. in New Britain. The
session was sponsored by
Democracy Works of
Hartford with Ginny Judson

of the Greater Hartford
League of Women Voters
and Ada Seaman
assisting.

VOTER
REGISTRATION

Our next involvement will
have happened on
September 8 staffing a
voter registration table at
the CASA Block Party
held at the Willow Street
Park in New Britain.  Co-

sponsor Democracy Works will include local League
members assisting.

On Wed. Sept. 26 Democracy Works will sponsor a
voter registration session from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the main New Britain Public Library. Please call
Ada Seaman at 224-1858 if you can assist for two

hour shifts.

Make sure you, your
friends and families
are registered to
vote. Address

changes should be made and/or party affiliation
changes should be made by filling out and mailing
registration cards to local registrars.  Registration
forms can be found in many agency offices, libraries,
etc., or downloaded from the Secretary of the State’s
website:  www.sots.ct.gov.

New Voting Machines are Coming Your Way!
The League of Women Voters of CT’s Education Fund
special project is up and running in several Connecticut
locations. A number of League members have been
trained to conduct workshops.  Together with local
registrars Leaguers are working to educate as much of
the public as possible before the 2007 election season. In
New Britain a mini workshop was held in Ada
Seaman’s home on Aug. 2nd.  Our registrars loaned us
the use of a privacy booth and a DVD produced by the
Secretary of the State’s office. The  90 second DVD
shows a voter going through the motions of voting.
Every voting place in CT will have a continuous
showing of the DVD which will be in a prominent place
where voters enter the premise.

Stop, Look & Listen complete workshops will be held
on Thurs. Sept. 27 at New Britain’s main library
sponsored by Democracy Works.  Hours are 11:30 and
5:30 featuring local League members demonstrating. The
public will be encouraged to practice by marking a
sample ballot using the  privacy booth.  They will then be
shown how the ballot is scanned and dropped into the
ballot box. Questions will be encouraged as League
volunteers will have background information. Any
League member wishing to help should call Ada
Seaman at 224-1858.

Our local League is again offering a $125 scholarship to
the WCS at Yale University.  This scholarship covers the
cost of  a one day workshop.  The town committees of New
Britain and Berlin and the Ruthe Boyea Women’s Center at
CCSU have been sent copies of the application via e-mail.
Copies will be made for distribution to the N.B. and Berlin
libraries.  A copy of this application can be found in this
bulletin.

WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to
increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences

public policy through education and advocacy.

Any members interested in working on this issue should contact Ada Seaman, co-president, 224-1858.

Gravel Mining Deal
In the closing days of the last CT legislative session, a bill that gave New
Britain special permission to negotiate a leasing deal with the Tilcon
Connecticut gravel quarry company was passed.

The bill would allow the mining of gravel on 130 acres of Class I and Class
II lands.  This would set an unacceptable precedent for the approximately 120,000 other forested lands in our state.  It is
expected that the security of water shed lands in the whole state will be at stake if this bill is not repealed.

After meetings and discussions with interested New Britain residents, Senator Don DeFronzo and Rep. Tim O’Brien said a
proposal to repeal the bill will be submitted during a special legislative session that is expected to be called in the coming
weeks.

In a recent Courant OP-Ed piece by the Water Department director and chairman of the Board of Water Commissioners, it was
stated that advantages to the city include restoring some land in the existing rock quarry to Class I and II to be used for open
space.  This in turn would result in the creation of a new drinking water supply. (But it is not clear that it would actually
increase the water supply.) In addition, revenues from Tilcon to the city would be 12 -15 million dollars which would be spread
out over the course of 40 years.

REMINDER TO ALL

Your LWVNBA has remained active
throughout the summer.

 A letter to the Editor from Co-President
Helen Z. Pearl was published

by The Herald on the 4th of July, celebrating 40 years since
the landmark Freedom of Information Act went into effect.
Secrecy in government remains a problem today, particularly
in the name of homeland security.

Summertime Observances

 On August 23rd, The Berlin Citizen published an
article submitted by Co-President Ada Seaman,
commemorating the 87th anniversary of women’s
suffrage, noting recent milestones for women,
mentioning our forthcoming debates of Municipal
candidates in October, and inviting readers to join
the League of Women Voters, New Britain Area.

Entertainment books are now in!
To obtain a copy  come to the next

LWV meeting or call
Marianna Koziol-Dube at 673-9776

or
Ada Seaman at 224-1858

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

only $30 per book



Scholarship Offered to  the W omen’ s Campaign School at Yale University

The New Britain Area League of Women Voters (New Britain & Berlin) is offering a $125 scholarship to the Women’s
Campaign School at Yale University.  The scholarship will cover the cost of a one-day workshop.  One-day topics
may  include media skills and public speaking, politics: the uncommon career choice, leadership training, lobbying,
and campaign planning.  For more info on the Women’s Campaign School’s 2008 schedule, contact Carol Smullen,
Executive Director at 203-734-7385 or 800-353-2878. The website is:  www.wcsyale.org

An applicant must be:
ü a woman of voting age
ü currently active in politics OR interested in becoming active  - political party affiliation is not required
ü a resident of Berlin or New Britain   OR a League of Women Voters member elsewhere in Connecticut
ü or a student registered at CCSU for the 2007-2008 year

             Note: League membership is not required for Berlin or New Britain residents or CCSU students.

The League of Women Voters, New Britain Area is offering this scholarship  to encourage an active interest in politics
among women.  We wish to support both women newly exploring the idea of becoming involved in politics and  those
women already involved who would like to improve some particular skill or to take up a new challenge.

Applicants should complete and return the application form below between October 1, 2007 and
December 30,  2007.  The scholarship will be awarded at the League of W omen Voters, New Brit ain
Area Legislative Brunch meeting on Saturday , January 12, 2008.  If you have questions, please contact
the League Line at 224-1858 or e-mail: LWVNBA@lwvct.org

****************************************************************************************************************************************
League of Women Voters, New Britain Area, Inc.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN SCHOOL AT YALE UNIVERSITY

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________      Date: _____________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________ Work: _______________________

E-mail: _____________________________________  Occupation:_________________________________________________

Why do you want to attend the W omen’ s Campaign School?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please list your experience in politics and/or community service.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please note:  In exchange for its scholarship, the League asks that the recipient write a brief report, not to exceed
one  page, double spaced, on the WCS experience and submit it to the League within 3 weeks following the program
attended.

Return this form by December 30, 2007 , to:  LWVNBA, Inc., P.O. Box 1574, New Britain, CT 06050.  For questions,
call the League Line at  224-1858 or e-mail LWVNBA@lwvct.org

Naturalization and rights of
naturalized citizens: The naturalization process
to become a citizen requires five years of
residence (three for spouses of U.S. citizens or
members of the military); the ability to read,
write and speak simple words and phrases in
English; and a basic knowledge and
understanding of the fundamentals of American
history and principles of U.S. government. An
immigrant seeking naturalization must have
maintained good moral character for the
requisite five years.

A naturalized citizen has all of the rights
of a native-born citizen with the exception that a
naturalized citizen cannot become president of
the United States. Because of a ruling in a recent
lawsuit, naturalized citizens may remain subject to deportation/removal in certain instances.

Rights of other immigrants: Legal immigrants who have not gone through the naturalization process, as well as
unauthorized immigrants, have many of the same rights as native-born citizens, including constitutional rights
guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. Permanent (legal) immigrants may sponsor immediate relatives (spouses and children
under 21) and other family members, but at a lower priority than citizens. Since 1996 permanent residents other than
refugees have faced increasing restrictions with respect to access to the courts and use of social services such as
Temporary Aid For Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid, Social Security and other welfare services. Some state and local
jurisdictions allow non-citizens to vote.

Rights of U.S. citizens by virtue of birth: Children born in this country are U.S. citizens, with all the rights of
other U.S.

National language: The U.S. has never had an official language. Each time the issue has been raised over the
years, it has been rejected as impractical, generally because of the burden it would impose on major groups of citizens,
residents and visitors. Several states, territories and communities have passed or attempted to pass legislation requiring
English as the language of government or as one of two or three such languages.

Changes and proposals since 2001: People judged to be “anarchists and political extremists” have been
excluded since 1901, but in 2002, the PATRIOT Act extended the criteria for foreign-born entrance (or its denial) to
include security and terrorist concerns, health grounds, criminal history, indigence and previous removal.

The 2005 Sensenbrenner bill that was signed into law, but largely unfunded, included provisions for building 700
miles of security fencing along the Mexican border. Other areas in which reform or new legislation have been attempted
include pathway to citizenship, amnesty or other special provisions for children, state/local enforcement of immigration
law, expansion of the list of deportable offenses, and increased quotas, especially for temporary workers.

This is a condensation by Martha Beattie, L WV-SJ/SC, California, of the policy portions of the background paper,
“Overview: Federal Immigration Policy and Proposed Reforms ‘ by Deborah Macmillan, L WV of East Windsor-
Hightstown, NJ, a member of the Immigration Study Committee. The full paper with citations is available (along with
other background papers) at www.lwv.org.



Immigration Background Information
Our national organization, LWVUS, has an Immigration committee which produced a series of 8 working background papers,
all of which are available on the website, www.lwv.org.   The publication National Voter already published an article “U.S.
Immigration, A Historical Perspective” in February and summaries of Effects of Global Interdependence and a combination of
Immigration and the Economy and Economic Aspects of Immigration in the June issue.  The October issue of National Voter is
expected to condence background materials on border enforcement and another on family reunification and inclusion.

Enclosed in this bulletin is a condensed version of federal immigration policy prepared by a California League member and
posted on the immigration listserve being monitored by Helen Z. Pearl, co-president and chair of the local immigration study
committee.  Federal immigration determines who may immigrate legally, how or if they may become citizens, and many
aspects of their lives once here.  It does not apply to persons born in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territo-
ries, all of whom are U.S. citizens.  Puerto Ricans are U.S. Citizens.

Please save this insert on federal immigration policy and bring it to the November
26, 2007 general meeting on Immigration.

Our branch Immigration Study Committee has been meeting throughout the entire summer, approximately every other week.
Educating themselves about the complex issue of immigration have been the following: Helen Z. Pearl, co-president, serving as
chair; Marianna Koziol-Dube, Maria Simao, Cheryl Becker, Mary O’Brien, Marjola Nelson; Hilda Santiago, Andr e
Blaszczynski, Mary Sanders, and Ellen Simpson.

Committee members have been receiving and sharing extensive reading materials.  In addition, they have invited guests
to meet with the group to share their perspective and experience, particularly how immigration impacts our local central
Connecticut communities.

The first guest was Aurora Jacobowski, maternal child social worker at The Hospital of Central Connictiucut’s
maternity ward at the New Britain campus since 1994.  She discussed the health and fiscal problems faced by legal and
undocumented pregnant immigrants, particularly increasing numbers from Yemen, Poland, Bosnia and Mexico.

A fascinating panel discussion was presented by Eva Wrona, Polish Victim Advocate from the Human Resources
Agency of New Britain, Mary L. Sanders, executive director of the Spanish Speaking Center in New Britain, and
Theanvy Kuoch of Cambodia, a family therapist and executive director of the Khmer Health Advocates.  Each spoke
of the problems faced by the ethic consitutencies with which they work.

 Bill Millerick, President of the New Britain Chamber of Commerce, met with the Immigration Study Committee on Aug.
27, 2007.  He presented an historical view of central Connecticut manufacturing.  A survey 3-4 years ago enumerated 147
manufacturers in New Britain.  However, unskilled entry level jobs have moved to Mexico and the Pacific Rim.  Sweat
shops have gone or converted and most local manufacturing jobs today in this area are high tech.  As to the estimated 12-
15,000 undocumented persons in the U.S. today, Millerick says that 7 million are workers, many seasonal, predominantly
in agriculture, hospitality and construction but relatively few are in this area.  It generally is agreed that there are 55-
85,000 undocumented immigrants in Connecticut.  Committee members believe that most possess false documents.

The Immigration Study Committee has scheduled further meetings on Sept. 10th, Oct. 2nd, Oct. 22nd, and Nov. 20th, when
we expect to meet with a labor union representative, an official from Immigration & Security, Citizenship and Homeland
Security Department, one or more immigration attorneys, etc.  If you have the time and interest and are willing to catch-
up on prior readings, please contact Helen Z. Pearl at 225-9463 and join us.

The work of the Immigration Study Committee’s will culminate in an immigration consensus meeting on November
26th, the Monday after Thanksgiving.  We will publish the consensus questions in the November bulletin for your prior
consideration.  Pros and cons will be presented by committee members and your thoughtful discussion and consideration
will assist the LWVUS in formulating a position that then can be used for advocacy.

Immigration Study Committee

Overview: Federal Immigration Policy

Federal immigration policy determines who may immigrate to the U.S., how or if they may become citizens,
and many aspects of their lives once here. It does not apply to persons born in the 50 states, the District of Columbia,
and U.S. territories, as these are native-born U.S. citizens.

Legal immigrants and categories under which they may enter the U.S.: Immigrants who enter the U.S.
legally today are most likely to do so as a spouse or child of a citizen or permanent resident, or as another family
member. The next largest groups enter under an employment-based preference or as a refugee/asylee. Diversity

immigrants come from a variety of countries under a “lottery” system
without respect to the number entering from their countries via other visa
groups.
In 1965, a major revision of immigration law set quotas for these various
groups. These quotas indicate the primary foci for U.S. immigration policy:

o Employer need and employment-based preferences including high
level professionals and entrepreneurs who provide work for others
o Family reunification, especially with immediate relatives

o For citizens
oFor other permanent residents (lower priority)

o Human rights issues related to needs for refuge, asylum or other
protected status
o Diversity of country of origin

The quotas for these different groups are complicated. For example, the total quota for family-based
immigration is 480,000, but immediate relatives of U.S. citizens are exempt, and actual totals generally exceed
600,000.

The 1965 diversity requirement set a maximum for each country of 7 percent of the total immigration in a given
year (excluding refugees), now slightly over 25,000 per year. As a result, legal immigration from Mexico, China, India
and the Philippines, the countries that send us the most immigrants, is markedly lower than it would be if entry from a
country were proportionate to those who wanted to come.

Temporary visitors: Federal policy also determines who may enter the U.S. on a temporary basis, for instance
as a tourist, a student or a guest worker. Temporary work quotas are also complicated. For example, in 2005 the quota
for skilled professional workers was 65,000, but the actual number of these temporary workers was roughly 124,000.
This number includes 20,000 workers with advanced degrees, not counted against the quota, who worked for the
government, nonprofit organizations and educational institutions.

Temporary visitors should have little relevance for permanent immigration, but 25 to 40 percent of
unauthorized immigrants are individuals who have overstayed temporary visas. Adjustment from temporary to
permanent status is frequent.

Quotas as policy: Much of the current focus on control stems in part from the very visible increase in
immigration over the last several
decades. This is true even though the percentage of immigrants today in terms of current population figures is no
larger than it was in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Nationally our foreign-born percentage increased from less than 5 percent in 1970, its lowest point since before
1850 when records were first kept to between 12 and 13 percent in 2005.

In 1990, our foreign-born were concentrated in a few states. Only five coastal states showed 12 percent or
higher. Today, 14 states do. Many states remain below the 12 percent threshold, but have experienced a doubling or
tripling of the
percentage of foreign-born residents. This marked increase has been a major factor in nationalizing the attention paid
to immigration.


